SIR PERCY COX

Defence in the Provisional Iraq Government; and among
the British Staff, Major General E. H. Atkinson, Adviser to
the Ministry of Works ; Lieut. CoL S. Slater, I.C.S., Financial
Adviser; and Miss Gertrude Bell, Oriental Secretary.
Major General Sir Edmund Ironside, Commanding the troops
in Persia was also a member of the party, while Sir Edgar
Bonham Carter, Judicial Adviser, held charge during my
absence.

Apart from the incidental advantage of achieving personal
touch with our new Ministerial Chief, who had been Secretary
of State for War when I had last met him in the council cham-
ber, and of being able to discuss with him Mesopotamian
problems in general, it was clear that the main questions which
would have to be threshed out at the Conference would be,
the reduction of the present heavy expenditure; the qualifica-
tions of the various possible candidates for the throne of
Iraq; the treatment of the Kurdish provinces; and the
nature and composition of the force to be created for the
defence of the new State in the future.

As regards the question of expenditure, if my memory serves
me right the figure for the paSt year had been 37 millions
Sterling, whereas the Commander-in-Chief and I had come
prepared with a draft scheme providing for reduction forth-
with to zo millions, with a progressive annual reduction
thereafter, untfi the irreducible minimum should be reached*

The Secretary of State seemed no little relieved at the
receipt of this preliminary news on our arrival.

As to the second question, it was easiest to arrive at a
result by the process of elimination. My experience of public
feeling on the question in Iraq had convinced me that among
the several local candidates whose names had been sug-
gested from time to time there was no individual who would
be accepted or even tolerated by all parties in Iraq, while
among the non-Iraqi possibilities there was no doubt what-
ever that one of the family of the Sherif of Mecca (King
Hussein of the Hejas) would command the most general if
not the universal support of the inhabitants. I myself knew
none of the family except from hear-say, but in the absence of
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